
 

 

Membership Form  

Name_______________________                 ________________________________________________________ 

Street Address or P.O. Box  

Phone______________________     ______________ ___________ ________ ____________ 

City    County     State   Zip Code  

Keeping bees since:  __________  Number of Hives________  or check if no bees at present_________  

E-Mail:_____________________ 
 
 

Cut here          Cut here          Cut here  
 

Goals of the Organization:  

• Education of the general public about the importance of honey bees  
• Learn about beekeeping at the meetings, workshops, seminars and bimonthly newsletter, The Beeline  
• Representation at State and National Levels in matters pertaining to the beekeeping industry.  
• Interaction with other beekeepers and beekeeping associations  
 
General membership meetings are held on the fourth Monday in January and the third Monday in March, May, September and November at 
7:30PM. Executive Board meetings are held on the fourth Monday in February and the third Monday in April, June, August, October and 
December 7:00 PM.  Meetings are held at the Cornell Cooperative Extension Center, 50 West High Street, Ballston Spa, NY. (885-8995). 
Annual dues are $15, 5 years for $75, or lifetime for $150, and can be paid at any meeting or mailed to the SABA Treasurer.  

2011-2012 Officers      E-mail Address  Street Address   Phone# 
President David Wood woodmarr@nycap.rr.com 2785 Baptist Rd, Middle Grove, NY 12850 882-9759 
1st VP Dan Kerwood dkerwood@nycap.rr.com 3 W Madison Ave Johnstown, NY 12095 762-9364 
2nd VP Michael Blendell michaelblendell@yahoo.com 139 Traver Rd, Wilton, NY 12831 584-5067 
Secretary Aaren Hatalsky aarengrace@gmail.com 270 Wing Rd, Greenfield, NY 12833 584-5488 
Treasurer Michael Coppola saratogaglass@aol.com 123 Edie Rd, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 581-8271 
Promotions  Morgana Fall morgana@ceralink.com 452 Ontario St. Albany, NY 12208 607-382-5565 

 
2011-2012 Country Coordinators   E-mail Address  Street Address                                   Phone# 
Albany  Stephen Wilson stephenw@nycap.rr.com   
Fulton  Robert Hyney  299 New Tpke. Rd. Johnstown NY 12095 762-1279 
Montgomery Tom Dunn  844 Hickory Hill Rd. Fort Plain, NY 13339 993-5253 
Rensselaer Michael Slezak slezakm@localnet.com 10 Old Best Road, Nassau, NY 12123 766-4012 
Saratoga Chris O’Connor chrisoc@me.com 7 Dublin Drive, Ballston Spa, NY 12020  
Schenectady Betsy LaClair betsybee@yahoo.com   325 Ferris Road, Schenectady, NY 12304 377-9317 
Schoharie Leo Siemion, Jr. lsiemion@midtel.net 116 Davis Road, Summit, NY 12175 287-1408 
Warren     
Washington Tony Rainville arainville@roadrunner.com 101 Oak Street, Hudson Falls, NY 12839 747-3331 



Please use this form (see reverse side) for becoming a member of 
the Southern Adirondack Beekeepers Association. 

 
 

 The Association needs the support of as many beekeepers as 
possible for a stronger voice in the industry. 

 
 

Keep the lower portion of this form for your information and reference. 
 
 
 
 

Invite someone else to become a member of SABA! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good Public Relations for Hobby Beekeepers 
(Source:  A leaflet from Dadant & Sons, Inc., Hamilton, Il. 62341) 

 
On a fair summer’s day, a typical suburban lot may contain thousands of honeybees going quietly about their business, foraging for 
nectar and pollen and pollinating food-producing plants.  Men and bees have lived in harmony for centuries and chances are the lot 
owner doesn’t even know the bees are there.  However, because of sensationalized publicity surrounding “scare” movies and the 
Africanized honey bee (the so-called “Killer Bees”), the appearance of a beehive in your backyard may unexpectedly alarm your 
neighbors.  Backyard beekeeping means that every beekeeper must practice good public relations as well as good beekeeping. 
 
• Before you start – Check local ordinances to make sure you’re allowed to keep bees on your property.  Talk to your neighbors, find 

out if anyone has an extreme sensitivity to bee stings, and stress the positives of beekeeping: fresh wholesome honey, increased 
pollination, and the fascination of your beekeeping hobby. 

 
• Start with one or two colonies and use gentle hybrid bees.  Re-queen as needed to keep the bees working and gentle.  Stay small 

the first year.  At the end of the first year you’ll be able to judge neighbor reactions to expanding or changes.  Perhaps expansion 
of your new business requires an out-of-town beeyard. 

 
• Locate the bees carefully – away from patios, play areas, swimming pools, confined pets, and neighboring doorways and 

driveways.  Direct bee flight upwards by locating hives behind shrubbery, fences or in the light shade of open trees so that flight is 
at least seven feet above the ground at boundary lines.  “Out of sight – Out of mind” is a good policy.  Locating hives in quiet 
areas will calm the bees, avoid the danger of vandalism, and calm everybody’s imagination.  Always provide a continuous source of 
water such as a hydrant slowly dripping onto a board.  Don’t let bees get started using your neighbor’s dog’s water dish. 

 
• Keep your bees calm – If possible, work the bees when there is little or no neighborhood activity.  Open hives only on warm sunny 

days when there is some nectar flow to prevent robbing which can irritate the bees.  Wear protective clothing and use your 
smoker to calm the bees.  Work carefully with no sudden movements.  Remember that your calm attitude towards bees will also 
calm anxious neighbors who’ll be watching. 

 
• Prevent swarming – Beekeepers know that swarming is a safe and perfectly natural occurrence but neighbors may be reminded of 

sensationalized special effects in “scare” movies.  Be prepared to handle swarms as quietly and efficiently as possible.  Don’t try to 
compete with the movies and other spectacular publicity – your first obligation is to be a good neighbor. 

 
• Share your hobby – Giving an occasional jar of honey to the neighbors is good for public relations.  Read and keep informed so 

you can talk about your bees in an informed manner.  Chances are you’ll be invited to share your hobby with various groups.  Use 
these opportunities to point out the value and importance of bees and beekeeping. 

 
• Remember – Sometimes one small incident can create a lot of bad publicity.  The tips on this page make good beekeeping sense 

wherever you keep bees. 


